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Education is facing important challenges as consequences of globalization. 
In  Europe  three  main  tasks  are  being  approached  in  the  schools:  the 
integration of ICT, the assessment of quality in education, and attention to 
cultural diversity. 

1) >From  the  globalization  perspective,  the  integration  of  ICT  in  the 
classrooms  is  a  necessity,  and  it  is  being  responded  to  at  different 
speeds according to the different realities of the 25 European countries. 
The  main  objective,  shared  by  Educational  Administrations,  is  the 
integration  of  ICT  in  the  classes,  and  facilitate  ICT  literacy  during 
school years. This challenge requires a double demand: the availability 
of resources and knowing how to use them properly. In this sense, the 
KIDSMART PROJECT has been carried out around the world since 
1999;  the  project  is  funded  by  IBM and  provides  Infant  Education 
classrooms  with  equipment  which  consists  of  a  PC,  inserted  in  a 
decorated childhood furniture, and a software pack. The impact of the 
introduction  of  this  equipment  in  the  classes  has  been  evaluated  in 
Europe (Siraj-Blatchford & Siraj-Blatchford, 2004). The main results of 
this project show the positive impact of the use of computers on child 
development  (cognitive  and social),  teachers  educational  approaches, 
and context stimulation (Lera & Ruiz, 2003). Some of these results will 
be presented at the Conference 

2) Quality  of  education  traditionally  includes  two  dimensions:  the 
importance of academic achievement and the importance of social and 
personal development. All countries would agree that both aspects are 
important; nevertheless, philosophical traditions in Europe can explain 
that  some  countries  give  more  importance  to  academic  achievement 
while  others  emphasise  social  development.  To  improve  academic 
achievement, the amount of assessment has been increased, including 
evaluation of schools, teachers, and students, allowing comparisons and 
ranking between them. While, on the other hand, more projects aimed at 
improving  social  development  have  been  funded  for  the  European 
Commission for  Education. In this area the project  NOVASRES has 
been  carried  out  with  the  objective  of  developing  materials  for 



preventing  school  violence  (NOVAS  RES,  2002).  As  part  of  these 
materials,   there  is  an  educational  unit  for  raising  awareness  of  the 
problem  of  bullying,  and  analysis  of   the  consequences  of  using 
violence as a way to sort out conflicts.  Following  the SFA model –
Sensibilization-Formation-Action (Lera, 2003); this activity starts with 
a comic (Lera & Cela, 2000) -ilustrated by students- which explains the 
bully’s perception (Lera, Sanchez, & Oliver, 2003); it is followed by an 
explanation of causes and consequences of bullying, and students are 
encouraged to analyse this problem at school level,  family level  and 
political level (Lera, in press). Part of these materials will be presented 
at the Conference 

3) As an effect of globalization, more immigrants are coming to Europe, 
and schools are facing important new challenges, such as provision of 
appropriate attention to non-European students. The main problems are 
the  communication  (language)  and  the  low level  of  knowledge  that 
teachers have about other cultures. In this sense, the European Project, 
“LA  MALETA  INTERCULTURAL”,  is  being  developed  with  the 
objective of providing educational materials for teachers and students 
(Perez Escamilla & Olias, in press). These materials have been designed 
in order to integrate academic curricula and socio-cultural aspects. An 
example of the Sciences area is the teaching unit on “nutrition”. This 
educational unit was developed following the SFA model; it starts with 
a presentation of the Saharan people (an audio-visual composition based 
on photographs taken in Tinduf). Through this presentation students are 
asked about the food they eat,  why, and what are the consequences. 
These three questions are the opening to doing a nutritional analysis of 
the diet of Saharans; scientific knowledge is provided at the same time 
that students learn social and cultural aspects, raising awareness of the 
non-Human conditions they are living in for so long (Lera, Torres, & 
Allepuz, in press). A summary of these materials will be presented at 
the Conference.

This presentation tries to show the main challenges that European teachers 
are facing  as  a consequence  of  globalization.  These  new challenges are 
presented with some experiences that are taking place in Europe using a 
new educational  methodology (SFA).  These  educational  experiences  are 
based  on the  principle  that  education  is  the  way  for  raising  awareness, 
getting knowledge and developing critical actions, which could contribute 
to improve Human relationships in a globalised world. 

References



Lera,  M.-J.  (2003).  Sensibilizzacione,  Formazione,  Azione:  un  modello  per  la  
formazione  degli  insegnanti. Paper  presented  at  the  Liberi  Dalle  Prepotenze: 
prevenzione e contrasto del bullismo nelle scuole, Ferrara.

Lera, M.-J. (En prensa). SFA:  a model for improving school life. Politiques Sociales. 

Lera, M.-J., & Cela, D. (2000). ؟Conoces a alguien como Adolfo? Sevilla: Materiales 
del programa europeo NOVAS-RES. 

Lera, M.-J., & Ruiz, M.-J. (2003). Creating stories using ICT: what is the impact on the  
children? Paper presented at the Early learning in the knowledge society: a European 
Conference, Brussels.

Lera, M.-j., Sanchez, V., & Oliver, R. (2003). Let's look  for TONY. Changing attitudes  
towards  school  violence. Paper  presented  at  the  10th  Biennial  Conference  EARLI. 
Improving learning, fostering the will to learn, Padova.

Lera, M.-J., Torres, R., & Allepuz, C. (in press). La alimentaciَn. In C. Perez Escamilla 
&  F.  Olias  (Eds.),  La  maleta  intercultural .  Sevilla:  European  Commission  of 
Education. 

NOVAS  RES.  (2002).  No  Violenza  A  Scuola  Rete  Europea  di  Scambi:  European 
Community Education and Culture. CONNECT Initiative. 

Perez Escamilla, C., & Olias, F. (in press).  La maleta intercultural. Sevilla: European 
Commission of Education. 

Siraj-Blatchford,  J.,  &  Siraj-Blatchford,  I.  (2004).  IBM  Kidsmart  Early  Learning 
Programme European Evaluation.  France, Germany, Italy, Portugal, Spain and UK. 
(Final Report ). www.kidsmartearlylearning.org: IBM United Kingdom Limited.


	Education in Europe: New challenges in a globalised world 

